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OccupaTIon oF Fiorina. An important message 
from the president on this subject, was laid before 


ELIT 


The situation of the horses indicated that the 
‘murderers and robbers had retired from the herrid 


congress on Monday last. We have strongly op-ideed towards Baltimoré—heavy rewards were oi- 


posed a seizure of the Floridas at present, though 
suggested by the president at the opening of the 
session, and since recommended by the committee 
on foreign relations, as being not only unnecessary 
but inexpedient, and are pleased to find reasons to 
believe that a seizure will not just now be made. 
We must frankly confess, however, that we do not 
understand why the European powers should have 
intertered in this matter, though it happens that 
their advice or wishes so well agrees with our ewn, 
as tothe most material parts. 

THE PROPOSED NEW TARIFF, We intended to have 
published this week, the billlately introduced into 
the house of representatives by Mr. Baldwin, from 
the committee of commerce and manufactures, to 
establish a new tariff. This bill seems to have been 
devised with great care, and in most respects comes 
up to the reasonable wishes of nearly every consi- 
derable class of manufacturers, and also effectually 
protects every product of agriculture which may 
be interfered with by importations from abroad, 
such as of cotton, sugar, &c. The passage of this 
bill, together with those directing the prompt pay- 
ment of duties and for regulating sales at auction, 
would cover our country with smiles in less than 
six months. 

North-west passage. A report is circulated in 
London, on the authority of a letter signed «John 
Mc Tarish,” and dated at Montreal, Dec. 27, 1819, 
that, by the ships which left England for the pur- 
pose last summer, the long supposed north-west 
passage has been discovered—that they had passed 
through one of the sounds of Baffin’s bay and reach- 
ed the mouth of the Copper Mine river, believed 
to empty into the North Pacific ocean. The story 
is improbable—had an event of such importance 
been known at Montreal in December last, we must 
needs have heard of it before this time. 





MAIL ROBBERIES. As the eastern mail due at 
Baltimore, on Saturday last, the 25th ult. did not 
arrive in season, a suspicion was entertained that it 
had been rotibed—and information was soon received 
that the horses employedin conveying it were found 
tied to a tree about three miles from the city. The 
mail is at present transported by a carriage pre- 
pared for the purpose, and not in stages—the 
seneral preference of travelling in the steam boats 
rendering the latter mode unprofitable to the con- 
tractors. 

The alarm was instantly raised. Parties of 
patriotic citizens went out immediately, on. the 
invitation of Mr. Skinner, the post master, to scour 
the country in all directions: The driver, mail and 
carriage were found about eight and an half miles 
from the city, in a thicket near the road, where a 
quantity of brush-wood had been laid to obstruct it. 
The driver was discovered with his arms extended 
and fastened to trees, murdered, by a bullet wound 
and two stabs in his breast!!! The mail bags cut 
open and rifled, and the fragments of letters strew- 


tered for the discovery of the wretches—-every body 
was on the alert, for all were deeply interested in 
detecting the flagrant offenders; and, on the after- 
noon of the same day, two persons were arrested 
and committed to jail, charged with the murcerand 
robbery. One of them named Perry Hutton, a na- 
tive of Delaware, formerly a well known stage- 
driver, who lately broke jail at Richmond where he 
had been committed for kidnapping; the other a 
certain Morris N. B. Hull, a native of New York, 
passing fora doctor. Ontheir persons were found 
more than 6000 dollars, and their trunks being 
examined, upwards of 10,000 dollars more were re- 
covered, a considerable part in half notes. They 
are both young men, about 26 years of age, and 
had arrived at Baltimore from New York on the 
Tuesday preceding. Other persons were taken up 
on suspicion of being accomplices, but discharged. 
In the affair of the murder, Hutton and Hull main- 
tained an obstinate silence. The belief is irresista- 
ble thatthe murdered man, whose name was John 
Heaps, knew Hutton, which caused his death, 

The amount of money obtained by them must be 
conjectural—it is thought however, that nearly all 
has been recovered. All the letters or parts of 
letters ascertained to be for the Baltimore office, 
which have come to hand, were delivered. ‘The 
packets and lettersintended for other offices, were 
forwarded to the general post office, for examina- 
tion and distribution. 

Poor Heaps, the murdered driver, was a foreign- 
er who emigrated to the United States about two 
years since. Having established a fair character 
and found the means of subsistence, he sent for his 
family, a wife and several children, who recently ar- 
rived! ‘The pistol was put so near to his breast, that 
his clothes were singed. A leather mask has been 
found near the spot at which he was killed. Mea- 
sures have been taken to obtain some provision for 
his family. See proceedings in congress. 

P.S. The mail robbers, Hutton and Hull, have 
made a free confession of their guilt to judge Bland, 
of the U.S. district court. They agree in every 
thing but this---Hutton says that they did not ori- 
ginally intend to kill the driver, the other declares 
that they did. Hull shothim, and Hutton, (as report 
says, ) stabbed him to put him out of his misery, from 
the first wound. The driver did not resist. The 
robbers assert that they had no accomplices, and 
that every dollar which they obtained has been re. 
covered. Their plans were laid in New York. 

Thus it is, that robbers of the mail are always 
detected, and it isto be hoped that such outrages on 
society will cease from the certainty of punishment. 

ocpGentlemen who sent money to the editor of 
the Rreistrr, that may have ybeen in the robbed 
mail, and which is not receipted for in due time, 
will please to notify him of it, with all possible per- 
spicuity, that applications for it may be made to 
the general post office. 

New York, March 27.—For afew days past, a 
man who calls his name Smith, has been attemptin« 
to seduce the driver of the eastern mail stage inio 





ed upon the ground. 
Vou, SVillL.——7. 


}a conspirasy to reb the mail. 


The driver having 
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acted with great discretion on the occasion, has| 
een the means of arresting the man, and frustrat- 
ing his wicked intentions. He pretended to Smith 


‘that he would aid in the robbery and share with him 


the plunder. In the mean time, he informed gen. 
Bailey of the circumstances, who took measures ac- 


‘cordingly. Yesterday (Sunday) morning, being the 


time ugreed upon, the robber took his station on 
the front seat of the coach, with the driver, as they 
started from East Chester. He soon opened the 
mail with a false key, and took out several packa- 
ges; when, on asignal from the driver, the gentle- 
men inside the coach, Mr. Custis, a police officer, 
and Mr. Wiley, of the post office, immediately se- 
cured him. ‘The villain is safe in Bridewell. It 
was his intention to have opened the mail oecasion- 
ally with his false key aud take out a few packages, 
then to close it—so that no clue could have been 
had tothe manner of the robberies, and suspicion 
would have fixed upon the post masters. 

(CPThis Smith, or, as he is-called in another pa- 
pe, Smith Davis, appears from some time cxpres- 
sions which he let fall during his examination, to 
have been concerned with those who robbed the 
mailand murdered the driver, near Baltimore--he 
said “that this occurrence was but trifling, compar- 
ed with what may be expected to occur somewhere 
between Boston and Charleston, South Carolina.” 
He added—«{ know that there is acombination of 
at least ffiy persons, of genteel appearance, who 
are determined to carry their point.” The magis- 
trates used every argument to induce the prisoner 
to disclosethe names of the persons who had thus 
combined. This he obstinately refused, but said, 
if the president, after his trial, would grant him a 
pardon, he woukd then disclose the whole. 





Religious Persecutions. 

We recently noticed the conviction of a cer- 
tain person named Carlisie, in London, for BLas- 
PHEMY, On account of his having published Paine’s 
“Age of Reason.” ‘ihe consequence of the convic- 
tion was, that several thousand copies, every copy 
of the werk for sale in that metropolis, was imme- 
diately bought up by the people! 

It is always thus. [ well recollect a circumstance 


seen one for many years. It is out of print, and 
will remain so, unless persecution excites curiosity 
about it—for it is a thing without merit or power in 
itself, 

When will men learn wisdom? Are we never to 
arrive at a state when “common sense” shall influ- 
ence society? Have we made so little progress in 
Christianity, as to believe that human laws are nec- 
cessary to support the sublime principles of the 
gespel? Weare solemnly charged to let such things 
alone—*if they be of men they will come to nought 
—but if of Gop, ye cannot overthrow them.” If 
then, our religion is of Divine origin, and all pro- 
fessing Christians at least say that it is, why do we 
falsify our profession by attempting to force it—-as 
though Infinite Mercy was pleased with persecu- 
tion, and Unbounded Power unable to bring about 
‘Elis own purposes? Is the spirit which offered favor- 
ite scraps ofthe gospel in one hand, and pointed 
tothe faggot with the other, wherewith people 
might be roasted alive for the «glory of God,”’—to 
last forever? 

The undoubted and a most blessed effect of the 
gospel dispensation, freely and really preached to 
all, is to emancipate the minds of men, and lead 
them into “all truth”—teaching, that they are aw- 
fully responsible, not to their fellow-men but to 
their Creator himself, for their faith and conduct. 
Hence, in proportion as genuine Christianity pre- 
vails, every one believes that he must do his own 
work, and his confidence in those who make a 
“craft” of religion, is diminished. I do not mean 
by this that the respect due to preachers of the gos. 
pel is lessened—it is rightful to exhort, reprove 
and instruct the people, on all suitable occasions, 
and call their attention to the duties which they 
owe to God and all the creatures and things by Him 
macde—but as in opposition to that truly blasphe- 
mous conduct which converted men by the sword, 
and established certain individuals as depositories of 
the will of Gop regarding man, as is more or less the 
case in every country infested by government: 
priests and national-churcies, no matter what the 
sect or profession may be. Solitary fragments of 
this anti-Christian principle prevail in the United 
States, through the influence of imported books and 
dogmas, and the ambition of individuals. We 


which happened in one of our own cities,of the fol-}sometimes hear that the rev. Mr. A. in his pulpit, 


Jowing nature: A crafty beokseller had incidently 
become possessed of a large quantity of a stupid 


attacked the rev. Mr. B. andthat Mr. B. beat “the 
drum ecclesiastic” against Mr. A. speuting like a 


werk, in which what were deemed the supersti-}couple oflawyers at the bar for the sake of their fees, 


tions of one of our sects, was furiously attacked. 
They lumbered his shelves for a long time —he 
never was even asked for the book! To relieve him 

sclf of his bad stock, he politely presented a copy ot 
the work to the different clergymen of the sect at- 
tacked, with a very modest hint that such outra- 
geous slanders ought to be resisted! Well—the 
clergy fell into the trap: the chief of them, with 
great zeal, condemned the work from his pulpit 
and cautioned his hearers against it—the conse- 
quence was, that in three days the bookseller sold 
every copy that he had, and at an advanced price o 


and equally scurrilous. Happily, these things are 
rare and are going out of fashion; but solitary cases 
must be expected while some of our state constitu 
tions recognize a sort of right in the civil govern- 
ment to regulate men’s faith, and prescribe the 
manner in which thev shall worship their Maker, 
under penalties for non-conformity! 

A light goes forth, human laws to support hea- 
venly principles, retire—and the interference of in- 
terested men grows into disrepute. It is the natu- 
ral disposition of man to resist dictation from his fel- 
jow-man, and there are many that will do what 


account of the demand, and gravely proposed to/they themselves believe to be wrong, or at least in- 


publish a new edition of the “popular” volume! 

In the United States, there is no Statute law to 
prevent the publicatiou of books called blasphe- 
mous; but the moral law is opposed to such pro- 
ductions, and they drop “still-born from the press.” 
Perhaps, if all the bookstores in Baltimore were 
searched, a single*copy of the “Age of Reason” 
could not be found in them; or, if a copy was.found, 
it would be discovered among what the booksel.- 


convenient to them, if the contrary course is at- 
tempted to be forced upon them, by persons who 
have norightful authority over them. This espcci- 
ally prevails in matters of faith: and if any of our 
legislatures were foolish enough to pass a law to 
punish 2 personfor publishing the «Age of Reason” 
for instance, that imbecile book would be immedi- 
ately putto press and published—and be read by 
thousands that therefore never had cared any 





Ters cal] rubbish and covered with dust. 





I have not! 


thing about it. In the spirit to do this, is the best 
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security for civil or religious rruta. All men are 
fallible, and as most men love power, the best check 
to an unjust or unholy acquirement of it, is a 
principle of resistance inthe people. We are told 
that “the devil can quote scripture;” meaning, as I 
suppose,that the most evil propensities may be sup- 
ported by partial extracts from the book which is our 
© rule and guide”’ in things of the greatest moment — 
here and hereafter. 

In monarchical countries, where sectarian dog- 
mas are established by law, the generation of Aypo- 
crites naturally progresses ‘The priesthoed is con- 
ferred by favor, and the veriest villians frequently 
profess a belief in things which they have not trou- 
bled themselves to understand, for the sake of the 
salary attached to the clerical office, and set them- 
selves upas teachers of the people without one spark 
of godliness or virtue! This must be so while the 
outrageous system ofa government-religion endures; 
and, when persons like these—who fatten on the 
sweat and blood of the laboring poor, are brought 
out to oppose Paine’s book for example, the people 
spontaneously recollect the prophane cry of “great 
is the Diana of the Ephesians,” and think there is 
some “craft” in the business, as well they may do, if 
it is denounced by those abominable men, whose 
whole lives are at war with justice, mercy and humi- 
lity. The idea crosses the mind like that which 
was entertained by the by-standers, when, during 
one of the civil and “holy” wars of England, a sol- 
dier, so drunk that the street was not wide enough 
for him to walk in, was brought up by achurch, and 
exclaimed, «Are you there you old b ; by 
V1] support you!”” We become disgusted with the 
best things if presented by filthy agents. Even 
~Muhomet’s paradise would fail to please the most 
wanton, if not tendered with virgin delicacy; and 
be as loathsome to reflecting mindsas the leprosy 
is tothe outward man. Mahomet was well aware 
of this disposition; for he represents his women for 
the pleasures of the “faithful” after death, as pure 
and unsullied. There is nothing more repugnant 
to my feelings than to see what I am willing to re- 
gard asa sacred or solemn rite, performed with in- 
difference—or by a person that my conscience tells 
me is unworthy to partake in it himself. Garrick, 
being asked by a bishop, why it was that the peo- 
ple were more attentive to listen to aplay than a 
sermon, said—*“because we relate fictions as if they 
were truths, and vow tell truths like fictions.” 

In free countries—where every man worships 
God after the dictates of his own heart, and goes 
to church or meetiug, or lets it alone, at his own 
will and discretion—the priests and ministers are 
generally good, well-meaning men, or at least, are 
compelled to appear to be such, and pay homage to 
virtue—else they lose their livings, as well as the 
respect of the communities in which they, reside. 
This is a matter of great importance to true relli- 
gien, and thej welfare of soeiety in general: and 





hence it is, that there isa sweet affection commonly | 


existing between the clergy and their hearers in the 
United States, which cannot exist in countries where- 
in it is the priest’s great object to get as much as he 
can of his parish, by the sword, and the first consi- 
deration of his flock to prevent it~-in which there 
is every thing but a Christian spirit. 


eight hundred and nineteen--but what of that? 
Many of the dignified clergy of England did, until 
very recently. opposed the general instruction ofthe 
poor by free schools, on the principle that, with the 
progress of knowledge, their own power would be 
diminished! Government-priests and goveriment- 
religions are every where the same—the sinks of 
hypocricy or the fountains of vice. With peculiar 
tenets Lhave nothing to do—it is their construction 
and operation only that I deprecate. 
Circular of the Pope to the Irish prelates, on the.sub- 
ject of Bible schools— 
‘Rome, Court of the Sacred Congregation 
for the propagation of the faith, Sept. 18, 1819. 

“My Lord—The prediction of our Lor Jesus 
Christ, in the parable of the sower that sowed ‘good 
seed in his ficld; but while people slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares upon the wheat,’ Mat. xvi. 
24, is to the very great injury indeed of the Catho- 
lic faith, seen verified in these our own days, par- 
ticularly in Ireland; for information has reached the 
ears of the sacred congregation, that bible schools, 
supported by the funds of the Catholics, have been 
established in almost every part of Ireland, in which, 
under pretence of charity, the inexperienced “of 
both sexes, but particularly peasants and paupers, 
are allured »y the blandishments and even gifts of 
the masters, and infected with the fatal poison of 
depraved doctrines, It is further stated, that the 
directors of those schools are generally speaking 
methodists, who introduce bibles translated into 
English by the «Bible Society,” and abounding in 
errors, with the sole view of seducing the youth, and 
entirely eradicating from their minds the truths of 
the orthodox faith. 

“Under these circumstances, your lordship alrea- 
dy perceives with what solicitude and atten:ion, 
pastors are bound to watch and carefully protect 
their flecks from the “snares of wolves, who come 
in the clothing of sheep.” If the pastors sleep, the 
enemy will quickly creep in by stealth, and sow the 
tares; soon will the tares be seen growing among 
the wheat, and choke it. 

“Every possible exertion must therefore be made 
to keep the youth away from these destructive 
schools; to warn parents against suffering their chil- 
Cren, on any account whatever, to be led into error. 
But for the purpose of escaping the snares of the 
adversaries, no plan seems more appropriate than 
that of establishing schools wherein salutary in- 
structions may be mnpuaried to paupers and il .itcrate 
country persors. 

«In the name then of the bowels (of the mercy) 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we exhort and beseech 
your lordship to guard your flock with diligence, 
and all due discretion, from those who are in tie 
habit of thrusting themselves insidiously into tne 
fold of Christ, in order thereby to lead the unwary 
sheep astray; and mindful of the forewarning of Pe- 
ter the Apostle, given in these words, viz: “ Chere 
shall also be lving masters among vou, who shal 
bring in sects of perdition, 2 Pet. ii 8’ do your labor 
with all your might te prevent the orthodox youth 
from being corrupted by them; sn object which will, 
I hope, be easily etfected by tue establishing of Ca- 
tholic schools throughout your diocese. And cone 
fidently trusting that in a matter of such vast um- 





The persecution of the poor thing, Carlisle, at Lon- 


don, to which, if I recollect rightly, the archbishops | 
were summoned, was precisely of the same nature | 


portance, your lordship will with unbounded zeal 
endeavor to prevent the wheat from being ciuoked 
by the tares, I pray the all-good and omnipotent 


as the following cireular from the pope to the frish | God to gu .rd and preserve you safe maty vears, 


prelates, though perhaps both would have made a 


common cause against Carlisle. Wisa curious arti- { vant, 


cle to appear in the year of our Lord one thousand | 





Your lordshi)’s most o' edient and lbumble ser- 
*F, CARDINAL FONTANA, Prefect. 
“eC, M. PED.CiNA, Sec’ry.” ‘. 
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(If this paper, just now made known to the 
British public, has any effect, it will be to induce 
parliament still to refuse emancipation to the Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland —working by the “rule of 
contrary,” just like the silly persecution of Carlisle. 
it cannot be doubted, but that the persecution of 
the Jews andcry of Hep, Hep,* in Germany against 
them, has elevated their standing in society; and 
such generally is, and almost ever will be the result 
of a tanaticakor sectarian zeal, when it amounts to 
a denial to any of their common rights as rational 
beings. 








Our Relations with Spain. 

The following important message was transmitted 
on Monday to both houses of congress, by the pre- 
sident of the United States: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

I transmit to congress an extract of a letter from 
the minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
at St. Petersburg, of the Ist November last, on the 
subject of our relations with Spain, indicating: the 
sentiments of the emperor of Russia respecting the 
non-ratification, by his Catholic majesty, of the trea- 
ty lately concluded between the United-States and 
Spain, and the strong interests which his imperial 
Majesty takes in promoting the ratification of that 
treaty. Ofthis friendly disposition, the most satis- 
factory assurance has been since given directly to 
this government, by the ministeT of Russia residing 
here. 

I transmit also to congress an extract of a letter 
from the minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States at Madrid, of a later date than those hereto- 
fore communicated, by which it appears that, at the 
instance of the charge des affaires of the emperor 
of Russia, a new pledge had been given by the Spa- 
nish government, that the mimister, who had been 
lately appointed to the United’States, should set 
out on his mission, without delay, with full power 


the parties. 

1 have further to state. that the governments of 
France and Great Britain continue to mainifest the 
sentiments heretofore communicated, respecting 
the non-ratification of the treaty by Spain, and to 
interpose their good offices to promote its ratification 

It is proper to add, that the governments of 
France and Russia have expressed an earnest de- 
sire thatthe United States would take no step, for 
the present, on the principle of reprisal, which 
might possibly tend to disturb the peace between 
the United Statesand Spain. There is good cause 
to presume, from the delicate manner in which this 
sentiment has been conveyed, that it is founded in 
a belief, asfwellasa desire, that our just objects 
may be accomplished without the hazard of such 
an extremity. 


*The Boston Centinel, ‘gives the following expla- 
nation of the word Hep’ which is used by the Ger- 
mans in pursuing and persecuting the Jews: 

“This Hep! Hep! accordingto old chronicles, had 
the following origin.—In the year 1097, a party of cru- 
saders, headed by Peter Ganssleish, went about re- 
cruiting for followers, with flags bearing the initials 
of the words, Hierosolyma Est Perdita, (Jerusalem is 
lost) HEP.-—This swarm, however, never proceed- 





; 
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On full consideration of all these circumstances, 

Ihave thought it my duty to submit to congress; 

whether it will not be advisable to postpone a de- 

cision, on the questions now depending with Spain, 
until the next session. ‘The distress of that nation 
at this juncture affords a motive for this forbearance, 
which cannot fail to be duly appreciated. Under 
such circumstances, the attention of the Spanish 
government may be diverted from its foreign cons 
cerns,and the arrival of ajminister here be long de- 
layed. [ am the more induced to suggest this 
course of proceeding, from a knowledge that, while 
we shall thereby make a just return to the powers’ 
whose good offices have been acknowledged, and 
increase, by a new and single proof of moderation, 
our claims on Spain, our attitude in regard to her 
will not be less favorable at the next session than it 
is at present. 

JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, March 97, 1820. 

Exiraete of a letter from M.. Campbell to the secretary 
of stute, dated St. Petersburg, 20th October, ( 1st 
November ) 1819, containing detuils of a conversa- 
tion with count Nesselrode. ; 

“Your despatch, No. 3, of June 3d, I had the ho- 
nor to receive a few days ago.” 

“After some general conversation, he* enquired, 
(as | presumed he would do, and waited for him to 
introduce the subject,) if I had any certain account 
of what Spain was doing, or had done, respecting 
the treaty lately concluded by her minister at 
Washington with our government. F had shortly 
before received from Mr. Gallatin aletter contfirm- 
ing the account which had already reached me 
through the newspaper, that the king had refused 
to ratify the treaty until he should obtain some pre- 
vious explanations, relating, as stated by Mr. Galla- 
tin, to two points: Ist, the declaration Mr. Forsyth 
was instructed, on exchaging the ratifications, to 
put in, that the grant to the duke d’Alagon for 
lands in the ceded tervitory, which, though intend- 
ed to be, was not by the terms of the treaty made 
null, should be considered as: null; and, 2d, an en- 
gagement required by Spain, on the part of our go- 
vernment, not to recognize the independence of 
any of the Spanish colonies; and that, to demand 
these explanations, a minister extraordinary was to 
be sent to Washington, though Mr. Forsyth had of- 
fered, as instructed, to give full explanations on any 
poimt connected with the treaty. I therefore in- 
formed the count, I had received authentic infor- 
mation, though not from my government, that the 
king had refused his assent to the treaty until he 
should obtain explanations on certain points, for 
which purpose, he proposed senditig a minister 
extraordinary to Washington. I took this occa. 
sion to remark further, that, by official information 
from my government, [ felt myself authorised to 
state, that Mr. Onis, the Spanish minister, was fully 
empowered to conclude the treaty, and might have 
yielded more than he did without exceeding his 
authority; and that the points on which it isnow pro- 
posed to ask explanations had been fully discussed 
before the treaty was signed, and their extent an¢ 
meaning explicitly understood by both parties; of 
which the Spanish court was fully informed; and 
our minister there was instructed to give ample ex- 
planations, which he offered to do, on any points 





ed to the Holy Land, but remained in Germany, | 


relating tothe treaty that might be supposed to re- 


where they persecuted and murdered the Jews,| quire them. I added, that the treaty was undoubt- 
and more particularly along the Rhine. —Whenever | edly, under all circumstances, highly favorable to 


this band c:me with their colours, the people ex- 
claimed ep’ Hep! and fell upon the Jews. 





*Count Nesselrode. 
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Spain, and that, 1 was satisfied, a strong des:re on! 18th of October, and the subsequent correspon- 


the part of my government to preserve peace alone | dence in relation to it. 


He stated to me, that the 


induced them to agree to its provisions; that I pre-' duke regretted the necessity of sending back the 


sumed he had been informed respecting the terms | 


letter, but that it was so harsh inits terms, he could 


of the treaty by Mr. Poletica, with whom I under- | not place it before the king; to this was added a 


stood you had freely communicated on the subject. | 


He said Mr. Poletica had advised him that the ex- 
planations received from you respecting it, the 
treaty, was by him considered favorable to Spain. I 
then reierred to the grant to the duke d’Alagon, 
briefly stated the nature of it, as made known to 
me, and observed, that, should the views of the 
king, as now avowed, in relation to it, supposing 
the principal point on which explanation was re- 
quired be acquiesced in, the chief object of enter- 
ing into the treaty would be thereby frustrated; 
that, by one of its provisions, the United States go- 
vernment agreed to pay, on account of Spain, to 
their own citizens, for spoliations committed by her 
subjects, or in her ports, contrary to treaty, five 
millions of dollars out of the proceeds of the sales 
of lands in the ceded territory; but, should this 
grant, said to include a very large portion of those 
lands, be confirmed, the sum assigned for that pur- 
pose would fail, and, of course, this provision of the 
treaty could not be complied with, 

He appeared to feelthefullforce of the remark, 
giving his assent to the conclusion drawn and pro- 





ceeded to observe, it was to be regretted that Spain 
did not understand her own interest better than 
she seemed to do; that it was difficult to conceive, 


take the course she had done, refuse to ratify a 
treaty favorable to herself, and concluded by her mi- 
nister vested with full powers forthe purpose. He 
then remarked on the great importance ef preserv- 
ing peace, as far as practicable, among the civilized 
nations of the world, enquired what Spain could 
now do in regard to the business by sending a mi- 
nisterto Washington, and what course our govern- 
ment would be likely to adopt on the occasion. 

I replied, that, as to spain, I could form no opi- 
n.on of the motives by which she was governed. I 





did not perceive what she could do, unless she re- 
ceded from her objections to the treaty; and, as to | 
my own government, though I was satisfied of its, 
strong desire to preserve peace, [ could not pre- | 
tend to say what course it might conceive itself cal- | 
led on to take on the present occasion, though T| 
presumed no decisive measures would be adopted | 
to change essentially the relations between the two | 
countries until congress should convene, early in | 
December; and the course then pursued would 
probably depend upon what Spain should in the 
mean time do. 

He then enquired how soon I expected to hear 
from my government, after it had been advised of 
the refusal on the part of Spain to ratify the treaty; | 
and, being told that I could not state the precise ! 
time, with any degree of certainty, but that it! 
would undoubtedly be as soon as despatches could | 
reach this from Washington, he expressed, with | 
some earnestness, his wish that [ should make 
known to him, atas earlya dayas might be conve- 
nient, such information as | might receive from my 
government on this subject.” 








Extract ofa letter from Mr. Forsyth to the secretary of 
state, dated Madrid, January 3, 1820. 

“A few daysafterthe date of my last, number 10, 

JT hada visit from the count Bulgary, the Russian 

charge d’affaires; be came tosee me in consequence 

of a conversation he had just had with the duke of 

San Fernando, respecting my official letter of the 





great many assurances of personal kindness and 
good will, not necessary to be repeated. I replied, 
that it was very mortifying to me, to be obliged to 
send the letter in the first instance, and not less so, 
toinsist on its being received; that the duke had 
put it out of my power to act otherwise than I had 
done; but there was no difficulty in avoiding the 
unpleasant consequences likely to ensue, Whe 
duke had nothing to do but to give me such assur- 
ances in regard to the grants, as would render it 
superfluous for me to say any thing about them. 
His answer was at once curious and dissatisfactory. 
He said that the duke could not give me any assur- 
ances, such was the predominating influence of the 
grantees with the king. He was sincerely dispos- 
ed to settle all the differences with the United 
States, and hoped, ina shorttime, to have power to 
effect it; had authorised count Bulgary to say to the 
Russian government, that general Vives was going 
immediately to the United States, and would have 
competent powers; and that every thing would be 
amicably arranged—l made the Russian charge 
Waffaires sensible that one part of this statement 
centradicted the other. General Vives could not 
receive powers competent to the purpose of ami- 


‘cable settlement, if the secretary of state’s des- 
" ‘ ‘ : j 
in her present situation, what could induce her to | 


patch was unable, from the influence of the gran- 
tees, to say any thing about the large donations. 
This was a.subject upon which the American go- 
vernment would listén to no terms; and friendiy ar- 
rangement was out of the question, general Vives’s 
visit to the United States useless, unless the Spanish 
government was prepared to abandon their preten- 
sions in favor of the grantees. On the subject of 
the mission of general Vives, | desired the count to 
remind the duke, that I knew nothing of it. The 


' general and loose declarations made months before, 
i that the king would authorise some person to ask 


explanations at Washington, was al! that the Spa- 
nish government had chosen to communicate to me. 
The count assured me ofthe personal anxiety of the 
minister to arrange every thing satisfactory between 
the two ceuntries; that his hopes were strong of 
being able to effect it; that this business of the re- 
turned note was embarrassing, and if l went away 
in consequence of its not being received, that, what 
he believed to be the wish of the United States and 
of his government, and almost all other powers, 
might be frustrated. Mutters were in a bad state 
at present, and this would make them worse. To 
this, I answered, in general terms, that matters 


|must become worse, before they became better; 


that the government of the United States had eve- 
ry disposition to be friendly with Spain, and had 
evinced itin a variety ef modes: for myself, IT had, 
personally, every wish to be the instrument of pro- 
moting good will between the two nations. He 
said this government had a different impression. | 
was very sorry for it; unfortunately the conduct of 
the Spanish government had compelled me to speak: 
with a plainness and openness which were dis- 
arreeble, as they were not accustomed toit. In 
the course of a long conversation, it occurred to 
me, that this dispute about the note might be made 
useful, as I found the Spanish government anxious 
to avoid receiving tt, and, contrary to my expecta- 
tion, desirous that! should remain here. I beliey- 
ed it practicable to accelerate their movements in 


lour affairs without yielding the point in dispute. 
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With this belief, I stated to count Bulgary, that, if 
the duke of San Fernando would officiaily say to 
me, at once, that general Vives was going immedi- 
ately to the United States, with ample authority to 
arrange the business of the convention, and that it 
was the particular wish of his majesty’s government, 
that the letter of the 18th should be withheld and 
that all matters relating to the convention, should be 
discussed in Washington, notwithstanding { had 
Positive instructions to remonstrate on the subject 
of the grants, and the conduct of Spain in relation 
to them, I would take the responsibility of retaining 
the obnoxious paper in my hands, until compelled 
by events to deliver it, or until I receive further ad- 
vices from the president. 

The duke must understand, that this was done 
with a perfect understanding that I insisted upon 
the right of returning the paper, and should exer- 
cise that right, whenever I deemed it necessary. 
The count left me with the expectation of making 
this arrangement. A few days afterwards we had 
another interview; he told me that the duke would 
write, to tell me of the appointment of gen. Vives, 
and of the intention of sending him immediately to 
Wasiaington; that he could have full powers, &c.; 
but that the duke thought he could not advert par- 
ticularly to the remonstrance, or the correspon- 
dence in relation to it, without commenting upon 
it, and this he desired to avoid; 1 answered, that I 
could not tell how I should act until I saw the duke’s 
note; if I found in it asufficien: justification for de- 
taining the remonstrance, I would do so, and would 
look at it, with a view to find that justification. The 
duke knew from me, that I was instructed to re- 
monstrate earnestly on the subject of the grants, 
and might judge from my manner of performing the 
duty, of the sentiments of the American govern- 
ment. <A week elapsed after this last conversation 
without my hearing from the secretary of state. I 
called on the Russian charge d’affaires to say, that 
I was surprised at this delay, and that I should cer- 
tainly return the remonstrance, if I did not hear 
trom the duke in a few days. He saw the secreta- 
ry of state in consequence of this visit, who assur- 
ed him, that his personal indisposition had prevent- 
ed him from sending me the intended note. On 
the 18th December, I received the duke’s note, a 
copy of which is enclosed, marked No. 1; you will 
see that it is not what I had reason to expect. He 
does not request a suspension of any correspon- 
vience, or say that it is the wish of the Spanish go- 
vernment that every thing should be left to the ne- 
sociation of gen. Vives. He merely states, that, in 
lis view, to continue discussion here would be su- 
perfluous, and likely to embarrass the negociation. 
Perhaps, considering their peculiar mode of doing 
husiness, [ had no right to calculate upon any thing 
mere. 

Nevertheless, Iam not at all satisfied with it, and 
had L consulted my own inclination only, I should 
immediately have sent back the note of the 18th 
October, withthe translation. What has occasioned 
me to delay and deliberate, and still keeps me un- 
certain how to act, is the apprehension that my 
judeginent of what is proper might be involuntarily 
influcnced by my own wishes. I need not conceal 
from you, that my situation here is unplessant, and 
that ! find no sufficient consolation for my personal 
mortification in the consciousness of being useful 
to the United States, feeling as I do, that I am al- 
most, if not altogether, useless, The very awkward 
state of my private affairs in Georgia, in ¢onse- 
quence of my unlooked for detention here, increa- 
ges my anxiety to leave Spain, What 1 fear, and I 





hope it is not an unworthy apprehension, is, that 
these eircumstances may unconsciously induce me 
to believe, that the more energetic course is the 
best. What I have at last resolved upon is, to de- 
lay my answer until I see the president’s message. 
it will then be sent before gen. Vivesleaves Europe. 
He is still in Madrid, goes in a coach and colleras to 
Bayonne, a journey of 12 or 15 days; thence to Pa- 
ris, frem Paris to England, and from England to the 
United States. Mis rapid journey to Washington, 
will probably be finished in May. My answer will 
be regulated by the advices I hope soon to receive 
from Washington. Ishall certainly not go further, 
in any event, than to say, that I shall retain the let- 
ter of the 18th Octeber for a short time, under the 
hopes that his majesty will render it unnecessary to 
make any remonstrance on the subject of it. 





The duke ef San Fernando & Quiroga to Mr, Forsyth. 
TRANSLATION. ] 
To the minister of the United States: 

Sin: In consequence of the decision of the king, 
my master, and in conformity with the communica- 
tions which my predecessor and I have had the ho- 
norto make to you, the moment has arrived when 
the person of whom his majesty had made choice, 
is about to proceed to America, for the purpose of 
asking of your government the explanations which 
his majesty has judged to be indispensable, previ- 
ous to the ratification, by his majesty, of the treaty 
concluded and signed by Don Luis de Onis. 

The plenipotentiary appointed is the Marechal 
de Camp don Francisco Dionisio Vives; a distin- 
guished person, in whomthe king, my master, has 
the fullest confidence, and to whom he bas given 
the most ample powers to settle all the difficulties 
he so earnestly wishes to see removed, and succeed- 
ed by the establishment, on a solid basis, of that 
harmony between =pain and the United States to 
which their mutual interests so strongly invite them. 

As Don Francisco D. Vives will set out immedi- 
ately on his journey, and proceed expeditiously, I 
consider the measure now communicated to you, and 
which you will be pleased to make known to your 
government, as dispensing with any farther discus- 
sion here of the points which form the object ofthe 
above-named gentlemen’s present mission, as a con- 
tinuance of it would only tend to embarrass the 
course of the direct negociation about to be estab- 
lished. 

I renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distin- 
guished respect, and I pray God to preserve you 
many years, 

The Duke of SAN FERNANDO & QUIROGA: 
Palace, 16th December, 1819. 





Extract of a letter from Mr, Gallatin to the secretary 
of state, dated Paris, January 22, 1820. 

«According to some accounts the intended minis- 
ter to the United States left Madrid on the 9th. 
The Britsh ambassador here told me that he was 
still there on the Lith.” 

Extract of a letter from Mr, Everett, charge @ affaires 
at the Hague, to the secretary of state, dated Hugue, 
January 23, 1820. 

“I stated in a late letter, upon the authority of 
the Spanish charge d’affaires here, that Mr. Onis’s 
successor, general Vives, was at Paris, on his way to 
America. It appears, however, that he has not yet 
left Madrid,” 

TRANSLATION, 

Extract of a despatch frem count Nesselrode, to Mr. 

Poletica, minister of H. I, M. the emperor of Russia, 
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in the United States, dated 27th Nov. (9th Dec. ) 

1819. | 

“You have doubtless been able to obtain informa- 
tion how far the president’s last instructions to Mr. 
Forsyth were positive. ‘The emperor will not take 
it upon him to jutify Spain, but he charges you to 
plead, with the government at Washington, the 
cause of peace and concord. ‘Nhat government is 
too enlightened to take hasty steps, and its rights 
appear to be too soli, not to be weakened by a 
violent course of proceeding; and on the other 
hand, such is the character of the considerations 
which command the ratification, by Spain, of the 
arrangement relative to the Floridas, that it is to be 
hoped, she will, at length, yield to the force of evi- 
dence. The United States will then have added 
to the reputation ofan able, that of a moderate, polli- 
cy, and will gather, with security, the fruits of their 
wisdom. His imperial majesty, therefore, wishes 
that if there be yet time, you would engage the 
government at Washington to giv- to the Spanish 
ministry a proof of patience, which its circumstan- 
ces might indeed seem to suggest. Neverthless, 
the emperor does not interpose in this discussion. 
He makes, above all, no pretension to exercise an 
influence in the councils of a foreign power. He 
merely expresses a wish, cictated by his concern 
for the general welfare, and worthy of the generous 
good faith which characterizes the government of 
the Unjted Stites.” 





a 
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The late fire at Savannah. 


The liberal efforts of the citizens of the United 
States to rejieve the sufferers by the late dreadful 
fire at Savannah, may well be referred to in honor 
of the American character; and we hope to see a 
complete list of the donations published; though 
the‘amount will not, probably, cover one twentieth 
part of the loss sustained. 

In general we avoid every thing that can give a 
local character to the Reeisrer, but the following 
correspondence is of sucha nature that we feel jus- 
tified in affording it a place—it is equally honora- 
ble to either of the parties engaged in it. 

City or Bartrimore; 15th Feb. 1820. 

Srtr—TI have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
proceedings of the city council and people of Bal- 
timore, in consequence of the late awful calamity 
which befel the city of Savannah, together with the 
proceeds of the means adopted, amounting to the 
sum of 5232 dollars and 46 cents—I would respect- 
fully beg leave to call your attention to the history 
of these things, and the circumstznces in which the 
local authorities and the individuals of Baltimore 
have been placed. The city council, warmly sym- 
pathising with you in your misfortune, officially re- 
quested that a meeting of the people might be cal. 
led to devise ways and means to contribute our 
mite to alleviate the distress of Savannah, occusion- 
ed by the late dreadful conflagration. ‘This meet- 
ing, at which I had the honor to preside as chair- 
mun, was very numerous and respectable—feeling 
hearts abounded—and it appeared to me that if the 
ability of our citizens had been equa! to their wish- 
es, that they would of themselves have restored 
your city. A committee of five gentlemen of the 
most active and zealous, was appointed to wait up- 
on the city council and request that the city, in its 


- . ! 
corporate Capacity, would appropriate ten thousand 


dollars to your relief; as also a committee of four 
from each ward to solicit private donations in their 
respective wards, 


The committee appeared before both branches | was raised tor their relief, 


of the council; was received in the most respectful 
manner, and the subject of their proposal taken 
into immediate consideration; and the opinion of 
the council was, that they possessed no authority 
er power to appropriate the money as requested.— 
The means of relief of course rested apon the ward 
committees, who have collected and paid over the 
sum transmitted. 7 

I can assure you, sir, the will of the people of 
Baltimore is, that you should have received from 
us many times the amount of the sum now sent; 
but we have been severely affected in the means 
to furnish it, by commercial embarrassments, com- 
mon to all our cities, and by the prevalence of a 
deadly and malignant disease last autumn, which 
drew heavily on the disposition of the liberal and 
charitable at the time; and has since encumbered, 
us aS a necessary consequence, with an unusual 
number of persons demanding relief and support of 
the benevolent; they having been by the fever de- 
prived ofthe accustomed means of providing for the 
winter,* I can only add that what has been done 
was done with willing hearts and in the true spirit 
of brotherly love, which we hope wiil be received 
asan evidence of our disposition to relieve distress. 
Beseeching you to tender to the afflicted people of 
Savannah the best wishes and hearty condolence of 
the people of Baltimore, with which I most cordial- 
ly unite, and feel great pleasure in being the agent 
on this occasion. 

Most respectfully, I have the honor to remain, 
your obedient servant, : 

EDWARD JOHNSON, 
Mayor of Baltimore. 

Thos. U. P. Charlton, Esq. mayor of Savannah. 





Ciry oF SAVANNAB, 
Police oftice—-February 25th, 1820. 

Sin—-I have the honor, and I may with great sin- 
cerity add, the happiness, of acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 15th Feb. enclosing a 
check onthe branch ba»k of the United Sates for 
five thousand two hundred and thirty two dollars, the 
munificent contribution of our brethern of Balti- 
more, for the relief of the distressed people of this 
city. : i 

The kind and affectionate manner used by you, © 
sir, in conveying to me this donation, evinces a 
goodness of heart, and indeed a sympathy for the 
sufferers, that have obtained for you the private es- | 
teem and friendship of us all. Considering the cir- 
cumstances under which ourfellow citizens of Bal- | 
timore have been placed, their contribution exhi- 
bitsa feeling of generosity, which might have been) 
expected from the character they have always sus-/} 
tained—you have said, sir, it appeared to you, iftive 
ability of your fellow citizens had been equal to 
their wishes, they would of themselves have restur- 
ed our citv, ' 

This American-like sensibility is of itselfa con~ 
tribution worth a million—it brings us as country, 
men and patriots closer together—it places Buitt’ 
more and Savannah almostin contact: prepared ot) 
every occasion to tender each to the other, the aid 
and salutations of friends and brethren. 

In return for the good wishes and condolence 0» 












-_-———. 


*The mayor might have added that, at the timé 
of raising the money for Savannah, we were calle ii 
upon to relieve about 260 persons, chiefly wome: 
aad children, thrown destitute upon us by the cor 
Aagration of the Patapsco cotton factory, at whic: 








they had been employed; and that a handsome sur 
Ep. Rie, | 
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the people of Baltimore, tender to them the grate- 
ful thaaks of our inhabitants, and accept for your- 
self assurance ofmy high respect and consideration, 


THO, U. P. CHARLTON, 
Mayor of Savanaah, 


Hon, Edward Johnson, Mayor of Baltimore. 


oCPWhile on this subject it may be well to note 
the following. At the meeting ofthe general eom- 
mittee of New York to forward the money collect- 


ed for the relief of the sufferers at Savannah, the 
following resolution was adopted— 
«Resolved, That it is the wish of the general com- 
mittee that the money and goods to be remitted to 
Savannah be applied exclusively to the relief of all 
indigent persons, without distinction of color, who 
are dependent on their own industry for support, 
and who have been sufferers by the late fire at that 
place. 
the mayor of New York, in forwarding the mo- 
ney, sent also a copy of thé resol utions—on whieh 
the following proceedings took place. 
In council, Savannah, Feb. 28, 1820. 
The mayor having laid before the board the let- 
ter from the mayor of New York, enclosing the 
sum of ten thousand two hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars and twenty-nine cents, as the amount of the 
contributions of the citizens of that city, for the suf- 
ferers by the late fire; and also stating that certain 
goods were shipped forthe use of the poor. And 
this collection appearing to be subject to condi- 
tions, in the mode and manner of its distribution, 
not annexed to any similar donation, and casting a 
suspicion on the views and objects of those appoint- 
ed to distribute the charity fund, 

On motion of alderman Harris, seconded by alder- 
main Bourke, 

Unanimously resolved, That the mayor of this city 
do thank the mayor of New York for his polite let- 
ter, and that he do return the money now received, 
and the goods, when tendered to him—council 
feeling it a duty they owe this city, to decline the 
acceptance of this money, or the goods. 

Extract from the minutes: M, MYERS, C. C, 

The mayor of the city of Savannah has accord- 
ingly returned the money to the mayor of the city 
of New York, accompanied bya letter explaining 
the reasons for declining to accept the donation, 
the nature of which the following extracts will 
shew; 

‘ihe donations of our fellow citizens of New 
York places our distressed people in the humble 
condition of paupers. I restrains, too, our respect- 
able and inteiligent committee in the exercise of a 
discretion, of whichthey ought not, and cannot be 
divested; and inthe language of the resolution ad- 
verted to by you, is calculated also to awaken and 
put forth impressicns not only dangerous to the 
tranquility of cbis section of the United States, but, 
in reference to the humanity of our citizens, grossly 
injurious and patpably incorrect. It is, in short, 


aggressions of tyranny, isan impiety, madness and 

folly, without the apology of any reason, or any 

motive. Itisa moral malady for which there can 

be no remedy -an infatuation, no analysis of the 

mind can explain.” 

The following letter was, at about the same time, 

_ published in the Savannah papers, and was con- 
sidered as an evidence of the “temperand tone 
of the northern section of the country towards 
the people of the south.” 

Office of the American fire insurance company, Phila- 

delphia, Feb, 17, 1820. 

Str—I have received your letter of the 7th in- 
Stant, respecting the insurance on your house and 
furniture,in Savannah. In answer thereto, Iam to 
inform you, that this company, for the present, de- 
cline making insurances in any ofthe slave states, 


With respect, sir, I am your obedient servant, 
EDWARD FOX. 








, esq. Savannah. 

(pin consequence of the letter of the mayor of 
Savannah to the mayor of New York, it is stated 
that the people of Newar':, N. J. who had collected 
about $1000 for the relief of the people of the 
former, have resolved to return tothe contributors, 
respectively, the sums which they have paid. 
(7On the 13th inst.a resolution was offered in 
the legislature of Pennsylvania, to repeal the late 
law granting 10,000 dollars to the Savannah suffer- 
ers. ihe ground of the resolution, as stated in its 
preamble, is, that “it is evident, by the late prc- 
ceedings of the mayor and common council of the 
city of Savannah, in refusing the proffered donation 
ofa sister state in money and other property to the 
amount of 12000 dollars, and directing the same to 
be returned, that their sufferings cannot be so ex. 
treme as to justify the remitting of the sum direct- 
ed to be given by the above recited act.”—The re- 
solution was rejected by a vote of 49 to 38. 

REPLY OF THE MAYOR OF NEW YORK, 
New York, 12th March, 1820. 

S1r—It is incumbent on me to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, with an 
extract from the minutes of the proceedings ef the 
council of Savannah, and the return ef the contribu- 
tions of this city, remitted to you for the relief of 
the sufferers by the late fire at Savannah. 

It is not with less surprise than regret, that it is 
found that the wish expressed in the resolution I 
transmitted to you, has excited feelings so opposite 
to those which were anticipated. 1 think it my du. 
ty to mention to you some facts which [ trust will 
satisfy every one-that bad motives have been most 
unjustly imputed to those concerned in this trans- 
action on our part. 

Immediately previous to the receipt of the cir- 
cular of the mayor of Savannah ofthe 13th of Jan. 
last, the citizens of New York had contributed se- 
veral thousand dollars for the relief of the sufferers 





by an extensive conflagration in the city of Sche- 
nectady. While the collections were making for 
the benefit of Savannah, a report was spread, and 
was at that time believed, though now ascertained 
to have been unfounded, that the money intended 
forthe needy sufferers of Schenectady had been 
distributed among all who had property consumed 
by the fire in proportion to their respective losses, 
It was readily perceived that a distribution on this 


throwing among us the fire-brand of discord, and, 
if persevered in, will shake to the foundation the 
beautifil fabric of our liberty, and place in jeopardy 
the federal unity of our sow gloricus republic. 
- «Traitors and demagogues, who seek only their 
own apgerandizement, may be permitted to smile 
amidst the havec their unprincipled ambition may 
create; but that a true hearied American, devoted as 
he ought to be, to the happiness and best interests; It | 
of his conntry, should, wider any metaphysical ab- | principle might give the rich much and the poor 
stract notion cf human rights, place in danger the} little. It wasalse observed by many that the circu- 
union of these states, ofcring as they do the last and) lar of the mayor of Savannah of the 15th of January, 
| secmed intended, by an eloquent dispiay of the 





only rampart upon earth against the imroads aid 
2 > "Dd é 
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former advantages and splendor of the city, to ask 
aid for its restoration, rather than to awaken our 
sympathies for the distress of those who must have 
been left destitute by the late calamity.——It must 
also be remarked, that certain resolutions, of the 
27th January, of the committee of Savannah, had 
reached us, and their invitation te lot-holders who 
were in want of small sumsto build, to call on the 
committee for aid, induced a very general appre- 
hension that the distribution would be made in Sa- 
vannah on the principle which it was supposed had 
been adopted in Schenectady. ‘i he disposition ex- 
cited by these circumstances wassd unfavorable to 
the collections, that many of the collectors gave as- 
surances to doners, that they would endeavor to in- 
duce the committee to take measures which might 
prevent the donations from being disposed of con- 
trary to the wish of the contributors. When the 
committee met, the resolution which has been the 
subject of such severe animadversion,was proposed 
and unanimously passed without much reflection or 
consideration. 

I must beg you to observe, that the resolution 
imposes no restriction or condition. ‘The agents of 
the doners, in conformity with what they believed 
to bethe desire of their constituents, merely pre- 
sumed to express a wish as to the application of 
their denations. 

This, sir, is the origin of the resolution which 
hasso unexpectedly given offence. I can assure 
you it was not dictated by any spirit ‘imbibed and 
caught from higher authority.” And I am very 
certain, that there is not a man that voted for it, 
‘who will not be astonished to find, by doing so, he 
has subjected himselfto the charges of insulting 
the committee of Savannah and.its citizens, of 
throwing a firebrand among them, and of being a 
traitorand demagogue, disposed to smile amidst ha- 
voc created by unprincipled ambition. 

I do persuade myself, sir, that if, after due consi- 
deration and explanations, your fellow citizens 
should understand your letter to me, and perceive 
the injurious imputations it conveys, they will 
think there isa severity in its language which even 
its eloquence cannot excuse. 

Ihave called together the committee of which I 
was the agent in making the remittances to you, 
I sincerely hope they will adopt measures which 
may allay every feeling inconsistent with those sen- 
timents which all Americans should cherish to- 
wards each other. 

Please to receive assurances of the respect with 
which Ihave the honor to be, your obedient humble 
servant, 

CADWALLADER D. COLDEN. 

The honorable Thomas U.P. Chariton, 

Mayor of Savannah. 





Now, really, it appears to me, as a disinterested 
person, that this affair between New York and Sa- 
vannah has taken an unjustifiable turn. I was one 


of the committee appointed at a public meeting of | 


the citizens of Baltimore to wait upon the mayor 
and city councils, and request adonation of $10,000 
from the funds of the city, for the relief of the people 
of Savannah. If we had obtained it, itis not atall pro- 
bable that any direction as its distribution would 
have heen thought of by either of us,—but I am 
certain, that if a recommendation, such as that sug- 
gested by the general committee at New York, had 
been proposed, it would not have occurred to me 
as deserving such a return as has been made to it 





or a ‘‘dissoliution of the union!” Public feeling must 
have been exceedingly stirred up at Savannah, by 
the Missouri question,to have caused such a warmth 
of proceeding. It would have been amply sufficicnt 
to have returned the money, on the ground that the 
condition of its gift cast the shade of a suspicion on 
the discretion and impartiality of those whose busi- 
ness it was to distribute it at Savannah; which there 
1s no reason to believe thatthey merited. 

The letter from Mr. Fox, an officer of a fire in- 
surance company at Philadelphia, is very impru- 
dently worded, to say the least of it—yet the proba- 
bility is, that nothing more was meant than to ex- 
press the determination of the company to refrain 
from insurances, on account of the greater danger 
of loss in the “slave states,” as they are roughly 
called.* Certainly, they have comparatively suffer- 
ed much more by conflagration than the other states 
—in part, perhaps, from the general construction 
of their buildings, but more from the want of proper 
apparatus and free labor to extin:‘uish fires. Mary- 
land is a slave holding state,—yet I venture to say 
that Mr. Fox would gladly insure houses in Balti- 
more,— whicre, such is the perfection of Our engine 
and hose companies, so great the abundance of vo- 
luntary la-orers, and so large a supply of water, 
that, for many years past, with two or three excep- 
tions, on account of gales of wind, our fires have 
been confi: edtothe housesin which they nearly ori- 
ginated; and these, evenif built of wood, were seldom: 
burnt down, unless located ata distance from the 
mass of the population. But we have companies 
of our own, able and willing to insure more houses 
than are ofiered ty them, and Savannah should have 
them also for herself. 





Capt. Downes and lord Cochrane. 
The following correspondence took place between 
Capt. Downes, of the United States frigate Ma- 
cedoviian, now in the South seas, and lord Coch- 
rane, commander of the Chilian fleet: 
Chilian States’ frigate O’ Higgins, 
Employed in the blockade of the ports of Peru, Nov. 9,1819. 
Sin: L beg Jeave to enclose you some extracts 


from the Law of Nations, which guides my proceed- 
ings. I submit them to your inspection on our 
first meeting, it being my sincere desire to avoid, 
as far as is consistent with my duty, any altercation 
or misunderstanding between the states of North 
and South America, whose interests and feeling 
ought to be the same. 

I shailesteem myself honored by any observations 
you may judge proper to favor me wrth in order 
that, so far as is consistent with the rights of the 
independent state of Chili, your wishes may be 
complied with. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, COCHRANE, 

Captain Downes, 

U. §. frigate Macedonian. 
EXTRACTS. | 

I call those neutrals, who do not, by treaty, owe 
any thing to either party; for if they do, they are 
federates, or confederates, and not simply friends,— 
Bynkershoek. 

A nation, that, without any other motive than the 
prospect of gain, is employed in strengthening my, 





*The repeated attempts to fire Petersburg, in 
Virginia, may have contributed to the resolution of 
this company. We cannot suppose that a monied 


and assuredly, I could not have supposed that it | corporation, in a case like this, was operated upon 


had any thing to do with *¢raiters and demagogues,”’ 


| by political views 
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enemy, without regarding how far I may suffer, is 
certainly far from being my friend, and gives me. a 
right to consider it as my enemy, and treat it asthe 
associate of such enemy.—Vattel. 

No one doubts that enemy’s property, found in 
the ships of friends, may be taken and seized, be- 
cause one enemy’s power over the property of 
another, his enemy, wherever he finds it, is ancon- 
troiled. 

The effects belonging to an enemy, found on 
board a neutral ship, are seizable, by the rights of 
war —Vattel. 

Enemy’s goods, found on board of the ships of 
friends, if there put by the consent of their owners, 
may make the ship lawful prize.— Burlamaque. 

All commerce is entirely prohibited with a be- 
sieged town; and if I lay siege toa place, or only 
form the blockade, I have a right to hinderany one 
from entering, and to treat as an enemy, whoever 
attempts to enter, or to carry any thing to the be- 
sieged.—Vatiel, ; 

U. S. frigate Macedonian, 
Callao bay, Nov. 9th. 1849. 

My Lord.—T have had the honor to receive your 
lordship’s communication of yesterday, enclosing 
some extracts from tie Law of Nations. J feel, 
with yourself, a sincere desire to avoid any alterca- 
tion or misunderstanding that may involve the states 
of Chili and North America in difficulties. Your 
lordship-appears desirous that I should make some 
observations upon the extracts which you were 
pleased tosend me. Ihave only to remark, that I 
have received no instructions from my government, 
that will enable me to give an opinion as to your 
lordship’s proceedings. I, however, have taken the 
liberty to enclose a few extracts from the opinions 
of sir William Scott. 

I have the honor to be, your lordship’s most obe- 
dient servant, JNO. DOWNES. 
lo the right hon. lord Cochrane, 

admira: and commander in chief 
ofthe Chilian naval force, Ec. 

Extracts from the Opinions of sir William Scott: 

‘Tribunals of justice have uniformly required it 
to be established, by clear and unequivocal evi- 
dence, that the party proceeded against, has had 
due notice of the existence of an actual blockade. 

Secondly. It is not the accidental absence of the 
blockading force that will be sufficient to remove 
the blockade. But, if the relaxation happen, not 
by such accident, but by the remissness of the 
cruisers stationed to maintain the blockade, then it 
is impossible for a court of justice to say that the 
blockade is actually existing. 

Thirdly. The very notion of a complete block- 
ade includes, that the besieging force can apply its 
power to every point of the blockaded state. If it 
cannot, there is no blockade. ; 

Fourthly. It is at all times most desirable that 
the blockade should be declared in a public and 
distinct manner, instead of being left to creep out, 
from the consequences produced by it. 





ep Extract of a letter from a gentleman on board the 
: frigate Macedonian, dated: 
PaNnaMA, Jan. 8. 

«Weare last from Lima, which place f am much 
pleased with. The city is situated near the foot 
of arange of mountains ona very extensive plain, 
in a good state of cultivation, about six miles from 
Callao, the port of entry; it contains about sixty 
thousand inhabitants, who are generally wealthy, 


hospitable, and disposed to. cultivate the acquain- 
tance ofstrangers particularly our countrymen, who 
are much more pepular than any other fereigners, 
“The viceroy behaved in a very friendly manner, 
and appeared highly gratified to see us in his port. 
The morning captain Downes called on him, he 
‘was received with a great deal of distinction, and 
pressed to remain and take a family dinner with him 
—a friendly deviation from the usual etiquette, ne- 
ver known here before. The viceroy entertained 
captain D. in state afterwards. At the request of 
capt. D. he gave up two American prisoners, cap- 
tured in a Chihan privateer, Mr. Bond of Baltimore, 
and Mr. Bradshaw of Philadelphia; and he alse pro- 


| mised, provided he would again return to his port, 


to deliver the rest, captured under similar circum- 
stances. 

“We have at last fallen in with lord Cochrane, and 
I assure you he was exceedingly polite, although he 
had threatened to sink our ship, if we attempted to 
enter the port of Callao, while bis squadron was off 
there. To leé him see that we apprehended no 
danger from his threat, we hove to, and allowed him 
to board us, although we might have run in and 
avoided him. ‘The boarding officer came with his 
lordship’s compliments, and requested toknow how 
long we were from Valparaiso, and if any newsy 
the captain informed him, and at the same time de- 
sired him to say to lord Cochrane, if he had any 
further communication to make, he wished him to 
do it as soon as possible, as he was anxions to get 
to his anchorage before night. As soon asthe boat 
returned, he ran up alongside of us, hailed, and 
hoped that eaptain D. was very well; the same ci- 
vility was returned. He then made some compli- 
mentary remarks on our passage, which had been 
very short, wished us safe to our anchorage, and 
sheered off his course. Since which time we have 
had no communication with him: having raised the 
blockade a few days after our arrival, he went down 
the coast plundering, as usual. The officers and 
crew of the Macedonian, were all at quarters, 
matches lighted and every thing ready for action, 
as it was the determination of captain Downes to 
have fought his way, provided his ship would float 
in. Every officer and man on board felt exaspe- 
rated at his threat to exclude us from the part, 
when the English men of war were permitted to 
enter and depart, without molestation—we had a 
right to the same advantage, and were determined 
to possess it, “peaceably if we could, but forcibly 
if we must.” His lordship has not accomplished 
his objects at Callao, nor will he ever, in my opi- 
nion, the place is much more strongly fortified than 
I had any idea of, from the representation I had of 
it. ‘The people appear satisfied under the present 
government, and completely disgusted with that 
of the Chilian, in consequence of the number of 
outrageous depredations lord Cochrane has com- 
mitted with his squadron on their defenceless towns 
along the coast. 

«All military operations in Chili, at present, are at 
a stand, and the only object in view, was their naval 
expedition, in the success of which they will be sad- 
ly disappointed, as they have not the means again to 
equip the squadron, which they could not have 
fittted out, had not the English merchants coutri- 
buted so largely towards it. 

“The rapid movements of general Bolivar have 
caused great alarm in Peru. Quito, one of the 
principal towns in Upper Peru, was expected to fail 
daily, when he will make arapid descent on Guaya- 
quil, the key to Lower Peru—where he will meet 





with but little opposition, nor any of consequence, 
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until he arrives in the neighborhood of Lima; they 
may be obstinate for a little time, but they must 
eventually fall, 

«(his place is small, but the most cleanly that I 
have seen on the coast. The people resemble the 
Europeans in manner and dress. Captain Downes 
gave a ballon board, on new year’s nght, when we 
had a very fair opportunity of judging of the beauty 
of the place, and I assure you, it is not inconsidera- 
ble; the ladies are very gay, and disposed to be very 
sociable. This is the pleasant season here, and tiiere 
are balls every night. The ‘iacedonian will leave 
this in a few days for St. Blass, and prebably touch 
at Acapulco on her way; after transacting the neces- 
sary public business, go to Valpuraiso to refit for 
our return home.” --Guaz. 











Foreign Articles. 


FRANCE, 

Tt is stated that four of the ministry have been 
unprisoned, as accessary to the assassinat on of th: 
duke of Berri. 

Paris papers of the 19th of Feb. are received—In 
addition to the new project ef an election law, tiie 
king has proposed one to permit the arrest of an) 
person, by a writ signed by three ministers, (it: 
substance similar to the old lettres de cache:),of any 
inlividual accused of plots or conspiracies against 
the king, the rest of the royal family, or the safety 
of the state. It, however, provides for his speedy 
exainination. He has also proposed a law which, if 
passed, will entirely destroy the freedom of the 
press. It was thought that these projects would 
be rejected. 

SPAIN. 

On the 16th of Feb. intelligence was received at 
Gibraltar, that the revolutionists were in possession 
of Algesiras and st. Roque and were advancing on 
Malaga. ‘their army amounted to 21,000 men, 
well disciplined, and who conducted themselves 
with great moderation, injuring no one in person 
or property. They were welcomed every where 
with acclamations, and gathering strength every 
moment. The royal troops were joining them. 
They possess all the strong holds round Cadiz, and 
it was thought supplies of money. with an abundance 
of munitions and provisions. Several vessels of 
war had fallen into their hands at Carracas. They 
had released a number of persons who were im- 
prisoned, The revolutionary spirit seems to be general 
through Spain. Some of the king’s money had been 
captured by the patriots at Algesiras, It is said 
that they have entered Malaga without opposition. 


The following is a handsome specimen of the Spa- 
nish stile— 
Letter addressed by his majesty, to the most noble, 

most high, and most heroic city ot Cadiz. 

The fresh public testimonies of attachment and 
fidelity to my royal person, which have just been 


evinced to me by the inhabitants of my good city of 


Cadiz, have excited in my paternal heart, the neces- 
sity of manifesting to them how much Lam satisfied 
with their loyal sentiments. He who loves you 
as a father, and who is also your king, will always 
be happy in causing his satisfaction to be made 

known to you. 

Signed ] 

Madrid, 22d Jan. 1820. 
To my dearly beloved city of Cadiz. 


Later. As late asthe 17th of Feb. Cadiz was not 
possessed by the patriots—among them is said to 


FERDINAND. 
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We have a series of proclamations issued by Qui- 
roga, as “chief and organ” of the patriot army. 
They are well written, full of spirit, and manifest a 
settled plan of operations. A complete revolution is 
aimed at—und the full belief is, that the constitution 
will be estublished. : 
(PT wo government vessels have arrived at Gib- 
raliar, from Malaga, with a number of public cha- 
racters on board, flying from the patriots. The 
division of their army, under Riego, was received’ 
with open urms, after a sligit skirmish with tie fa- 
mous, or infamous, O'Donuel, and another with the 
governor of Malaga, in both of which the royal 
troops fied in every direction. 

SOUTH AMERICA, 
The city of »t. Juan de Pastos, only 140 miles 
north east of Quito, was in the possession of the 
Columbian republic. It was believed that the whole 
province ot Quito would soon be with the patriots, 
The governinent of the united provinces of Ven- 
ezueia and New Granada, appears to be well estab- 
lished, and all things seem to be going on prusper- 
ously. Agents were immediately to be sent to the 
United States and Europe, M. Torres is the regu- 
lar minister to the latter; but Dr. Zea and M. Sala- 
zar, both of distinguished talents, are daily expect- 
to arrive in the former. 
A letter from Buenos Ayres, dated 4th of Jan. 
says—*A Chili mail is just arrived, which brings the 
pleasing news of Lord Cochrane’s having destroyed 
the three Spanish ships of war which proceeded in May 
for Lima. Enclosed you have the Gazette account 
of the first essay, which proved so unfortunate— 
and [ am sorry to inform you, that in an action, be- 
tween the vessels of this government and those of 
the Monteneros and Artigas, your friend Don An- 
gel Hubac had both his limbs shot away, an: has 
since died. the action was severe on both sides— 
it took place off San Nicholas. 

The British Admiral, sir Thomas Hardy, is now 
here with asquadron of ten ships—viz. 2 of the line, 
6 frigates and 2 sloops. What it all means, God 
knows. ‘The 74’s are at Montevideo. 

Another account says that Hardy’s squadron 
consits of thirty-four vessels, all told, 





CONGRESS. 
IN THE SENATE, 

March 24.--The senate met to-dav, but did not 
sitlong. One or two reports were received from 
commitiees, and, at an early hour, (forthe purpose, 
no doubt, of allowing the members an opportunity 
of attending the funeral of commodcre Decatur, 
though nothing was said on the subject,) 

The senate adjourned. 

March 27. ‘(the senate were occupied to-day al- 
most exclusively in the consideration of the bank- 
rupt bill. After adopting some amendments in ad- 
dition to those heretofore noticed, the bill was re- 
ported, and all the amendments agreed to in com- 
mittee were concurred in by the senate. [Having 
got through the details of the bill, its fate in this 
branch of the legislature will probably soon be de. 
termined. ] 

March 28. The senate took up, in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Van Dyke in the chair, the bill 
from the other house, making appropriations for the 
military service of the present year, together with 
the amendments reported thereto by the committee 
on finance of the senate. 

These amendments propose; Ist. to add 150,000 
dollars to the appropriation for the clothing for the 





bea number of the nobility and priests. 


army; and 2d. to increase the appropriation forthe 
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quarter master general’s department, from four 
hundred and fifty, to five hundred thousand dollars 
—(this latter involving the question whether the 
Missouri expedition should be hmited to the Coun 
cil Bluffs, or authorized, by appropriation, to be 
extended tothe Mandan villages, as originally con- 
templated by the executive.) 

Mr. Sunford detailec the reasons on which the 
committee had reported the augmentations of the 
apprepriations. After much debate, the first was 
agreed to,and the further consideration of the lat- 
ter postponed ull to-morrow: After some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. 

March 29. A message was received from the 
presideut of the United States, transmitting, in pur- 
suance of a resolution of the Ist ult. a report of the 
secretary of state, respecting the late treaty with 
Great Britain, relative to the restitution of slaves; 
and the message and report were read. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ken. submitted the following re- 
solution, for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the District of 
Columbia e instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing to the said district, a delegate in 
Congress, upon a footing with the delegates from 
the several territorial governments. 

{Mr. Johnson supported his resolution with a 
Speech of some length. It was laid on the table. ] 

The senate, on the motion of Mr. £iliott, resumed 
the consideration of the bill to remit the duties on 
certain goods consumed by the late fire at Savan- 
nah. 

After a speech from Mr. Elliott, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading--ayes 27, 

The house resumed the consideration of the mi- 
litary appropriation bill—the question on increas- 
ing the appropriation for the quarter-master-gen’s. 


The routine of morning business having been 
gone through—— 

Mr. Randolph rose, and, after a speech of some 
length, principally growing out of the remark of 
Mr. ‘aylor, on the preceding day, on the manner 
of the death of the late commodore Decatur, moved 
a resolution to this effect. 

“That the speaker, officers, and members, of this 
house will attend the funeral of the late Sreruen 
Decatur, esq. of the U. S. navy, from his late re- 
sidence, at 4 0’clock this afternoon.” 

Mr. Randoiph’s remarks were of too much length 
to be reported. Assoon as the motion was stated 
from the chair— 

Mr. Holmes rose, apprehending, he said, that the 
proposition might not receive an unanimous vote; 
fearing to hear either yea or nay on such a ques- 
tion; and at the same time wishing to give every 
gentleman of the house an opportunity of indulg- 
ing his own inclination, on this solemn and melan- 
choly occasion, he moved that the house do now ad- 
journ. 

This motion the reader is probably aware, super- 
sedes all others, and precludes all debate. 

It was decided affirmatively, without debate, and 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, March25. Mr. Lemuel Sawyer, a mem- 
ber from North Carolina, appeared this day, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Smith, of Mid. from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill further to regulate the entry 
of merchandize imported into the United States 
from any adjacent territory. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of fur- 
nishing the trading houses established by the U, 





| States, for carrying on trade with the Indian tribes, 


department, from 450,060 to 500,000 dollars, being | with articles of American manufacture. 


still under consideration— 


Several gentlemen spoke for and against an in- | 


erease of the appropriation. It was finally agreed 
to, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Dana, Eaton, Edwards, Johnson, of 
Ken. Johnson, of Lou. King, of Ala, Lanman, Leake, 


Lloyd, Legan, Lowrie, Noble, Otis, Parrott, Pink- ; 


nev, Roberts, Sanford, Stokes, Thomas, Trimble, 


Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. Williams, of Ten. | 


Wilson - 24. 

Na¥ys—Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Burrill, Dicker- 
son, Elliott, Gaillard, King, of N. Y. Wacon, Mellen, 
Morril, Palmer, Pleasants, Ruggles, Smith, Taylor, 
Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. -- 18. 

Some discussion took place on other points, 
after which, 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and, with the bill, to be read a third time. 

The engrossed bill apportioning the representa- 
tives fromthe states of Massachusetts and Maine in 
the next congress, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent tothe other house for concurrence. 

The senate then took up, and spent considerable 
time on the bill for the better organization of the 
treasuty department, (previding for the more 
prompt recovery of debts due the United States, 
&c.) after which, The senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March 24, Mr. Newton laid on the table 

sundry statements respecting the extent of our 

trade withthe British, West Indian and North Ame- 

rican colonies, which were referred to thegcommit- 

tee of the whole, to whom the bill on that subject 
was referred. 


| Onmotion of Mr. Tracy, 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
‘to transmit to this house a statement shewing the 
‘amount and costs (including transportation and 
other charges,) of the goods furnis'ied annually to 
‘each factory or Indian trading house, since the 
peace of 1815: specifying also, the kind and quanti- 
ty of furs, peltries, or other property annually re- 
ceived since that period at each factory; also the 
' . . : 

amount of the sales of such furs, peltries or other 
property, and the balance, (if any,) now due, from 
such sales, to the government. 

A billto authorize a subscription for certain co- 
pies of the 1th and 12th vols. of Waite’s collection 
of state papers, was postponed indefinitely—or re- 
jected, 131 to 32. 

The committee then proceeded to the bill to 
amend the act providing for the publication of the 
laws of the U. States in newspapers, &c. 

After debate—this bill was ordered to be en- 
grossec for a third reading, 

Monduy, March 27, The speaker presented the 
memorial, remonstrance and protest of the senate 
and house of representatives of the state of Georgia, 
detailing several violations of the territorial rights 
of that state in treaties concluded between the 
United Statesand the Creek and Cherokee Indians; 
as also violations of the articles of agreement and 
cession of 1802, and remonstrating and protesting 
against an article in the treaty concluded in 1817, 
between the Cherokee nation and the United States, 
which invests a fee simple right to lands in certain 
Indians of that nation, and soliciting that commis- 
sioners may be appointed totreat withthe Creek 
and Cherokee nations of Indians, fer further ces: 











if 


ne 


so UW Ss 


” = 


NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 1, 1820--CONGRESS. 95. 





~~ n — 





sions of the territory for the use of Georgia, which 
memorial, remonstrance and protest, was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The speaker also presented a petition of Benja- 
min G. Bulikey, setting forth that, in the year 1800, 
he preferred to the senate of the United States, 
certain charges of corruption in the post office de- 
partment, which were not fairly and fully examined, 
by which he alleges to have sustained great injury, 
and praying that the said charges may now be en- 
quired into, to the end that justice may be render- 
ed him; which petition was also ordered to lie on 
the table. ‘ 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
report, which was referred to the committee on fo- 
reign affairs. 

The secretary of state, to whom, by a resolution 
of the house of representatives of the 7th of Febru- 
ary last, the petitions of Samuel G. Perkins and 
others, merchants of Massachusetts, and of William 


(In noticing the dbate, the Nationai Intelligen- 
cer observes—It is sufficient now generally to state, 
that the compensation allowed for the use of these 
horses was said to be intended to cover also the risk 
of their loss; as was evident from the faet, that the 
allowance for the use of the horse, was greater than 
that allowed to the rider of him for his services, and 
was at the rate of double the average cest of human 
labor in that country, &c. On the other hand, it was 
said that, when these volunteers entered the ser- 
vice, there was certainly an implied contract that 
the United States should furnish their horses wit! 
forage, and should not cause the horses to be rode 
to death by forced marches; and that the losses in 
question were caused in this manner, &c. that the 
rule which had been applied to the Kentucky vo- 
lunteers, the Tennessee volunteers had a right to 





expect to be also applied to them. 
Other considerations mingled in the debate. Mr. 
| Culbreth, for example, was in favor of the postpone - 


Patterson and others, merchants of Baluumore, were 'ment of the bill, because he believed, the persons 
referred, has the honor of submitttag (o the house | embraced in the bill to have been unconstitutionally 
the following report: | in service, 

In the month of January, 1817, in consequence of | The question on indefinite postponement of the 
a memorial to the president of the United States | bill wasdecided, by yeas and nays, in the negative, 
from sundry persons, interested in the claims set | 84 to 73. 
forth in these petitions, Septimus Tyler was ap- The bill was then referred to a committee of the 
pointed an agent, to proceed to the island of Saint | whole, such a reference being required by the 
Domingo, for the purpose of claiming the indem- | rules of the house, as the bill contains an appropri- 
nity which appears to be justly due to the peti- | ation. 
tioners, for property so unjustly taken from them. A message from the president was received, 
He accordingly proceeded thither; but was denied | and referred to the committee on foreign affairs— 
access to the government of Christo he, upon the | see page &4. 
alleged ground of informality in the style of his' The engrossed bill to amend the act providing for 
powers. Mr. fyler did not live to return to the | the publication of the laws of the United States was 
United States. iread a third time; and the yeas and nays were or- 

Inthe spring of the year 1818, a second attempt | dered on its passage. 
was made to send an agent to make the demand, | This bill proposes to reduce the number of the 
and authority was given him to present himself in a publishers of the laws to one for every state and 
manner, which there was reason to expect would | territory, and to reduce the allowance for the ex- 


have discarded every question of form. The result, 
however, wasa refusal, again, to receive him. A 
formal recognition of the kingdom of Hayti not 
being deemed expedient, no turther measures have 
been found practicable, on the part of the execu- 
tive, in the case; those suggested by the memorial- 
ists being within the exclusive authority of the le. 
gislature. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Department of state, Washington, March 20, 1820. 


Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, ftom the com- 
mittee of claims, who were,onthe 28th ult. insttuct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of providing 
for the compensation of losses occasioned by the 
impressment anc application of private property 
to the military service of the United States in the 
late Seminole war, made a report, concluding with 
the following resolution: 


‘Resolved, that it is inexpedient to pass any ge- 
neral law on the subject, and that the committee be 
discharged from its further consideration.” 

The report was agreed to. 


Mr. Williams, also, from the committee of claims, 
to whom was referred the senate’s bill for the re- 
lief of the officers and volunteers engaged in the 
late war with the Seminole Indians, made a report 
thereon, concluding with a recommendation that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

This report was opposed by Mr. Jones, Mr. Allen, 
and Mr. Cannon, of ‘ten. “tr. McLean, of Ken. Mr. 
Warfeld, of Maryland, Mr. Stevens, of Connecticut, 
and was supporte:’’ by Mr Mercer, of Virginia, Mr. 
Culbreth, of Maryland, and Mr. Wiliams and Mr. 
Culpepper of North Carolina. 


|ecution of the work, te about one half ofits present 
amount. } 

Hereupon a considerable debate took place—it 
turned on the question whether the object was 
worth a continuation of the present expenditure, 
which it is supposed the passage of the bill will re- 
duce by three-fourths of its amount. 

Finally, the bill was passed by a close vote—79 to 
78, and sent tothe senate for concurrence. P 

Tuesday, March 28. The house took up and 
proceeded to consider the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Taylor on the 25th inst. prescribing an order 
for the consideration of business referred to com- 
mittees of the whole; and the said resolution being 
read at the clerk’s table, and modified by the mover, 
was agreed to by the house as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the business referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole house shall be called for con- 
sideration in the following order:— 

1. Private biils which have passed the senate, 
and have been reported favorably by a committee 
of this house. 

'2 Private bills reported by committees of this 
house. 

5. Bills and resolutions of a public nature. 

4. Bills which have passed the senate, and have 
been reported against by a committee of this house. 

5. Reports unfavorable to petitioners. 

Resolved, That the clerk, under the direction. of 
the speaker, do arrange the business in the preced- 
ing order for to-morrow. 

The house took up and proceeded to consider 
the bill from the senate, entitled “an act further te 





{suspend fora limited time the sale or forfeiture 
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of lands for-failure in completing the payment 
thereon.” 

Ordered, that the said bili be read a third time 
iLo-morrow. 

On motien of Mr. F¥illiams, of N. C. 

Resolved, That, when this house adjourns, it will 
adjourn to meet at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 

Mr, WVelson, of Va. moved, that the house do now 
proceed to consiier'the resolution submitted by 
him on the 23d inst. for the appointment of a joint 
committee to consider and report what business is 
necessary to be done before the close of the present 
Session; 

And on the question, will the house now proceed 
to consider the resolution? 

It was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Adbott, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on the judiciary 
he instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
passing a law, pointing out under what circum- 
stances, and by what means, private property may 
be taken for public use, under the emergency 
of war, and regulating the manner by which just 
compensation may be made for the same; also to 
prescribe the manner in which soldicrs may be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
owner, in time of war. 

The house having resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole, on the state of the union, spent 
some time in considering the resolution offered by 
Mr. Cobb, on the 24th of January last, proposing 
an amendment to the constitution of the U. States, 
to prohibit the appointment of members of congress 
to offices, with amendments; as, also, their agree- 
ment to the resolution of the senate, “proposing an 
amendment to the constitution of the U. States, as 
it respects the choice of electors of president and 
vice-president of the United States, and the elec-, 
tion of representatives in the congress of the Unit- 
ed States.” 


The house took up and proceeded to consider the 
report of the committee of the whole upon the 
state of the union: whereupon it was 

Ordered, that the said resolutions severally lie 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. 

Resolved, Thatthe committee on the post offices 
and post roads be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
pediency of affording some pecuniary relief to the 
widow and children of John Heaps, mail carrier, 
killed by the persons who recently robbed the U. 
States’ mail, near Baltimore. 

A message in writing was received fromthe pre- 
sident of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his 
secretary, which is as follows: 


To the house of representatives. 

I transmit to the house of representatives, in pur- 
suance of their resolution of the 3lst of January 
last, a report from the secretary of the treasury, 
with the documents which accompanied it. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 28th, March 1820. 


‘The said message was read, and, together with 


the report therein communicated, ordered to lie on}. 


the table. 

- The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
he secretary of the navy, transmitting sundry state- 
ments in relation to the privateer pension fund, 
which have been prepared in obedience to the reso- 
lution of the 15th inst. which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The remainder of the day was chiefly spent on 


——~ a ee 
[During the sitting, vir. Randolph offered a mo~ 
tion to the following effect— ‘ 

“That Gales & Seaton, editors of the National In- 
telligencer, be exciuded from the hailof this house as 
reporters,” 

The ground of this proceeding is an alleged inac. 
curacy in the report of the preceding Thursday’s 
proceedings, when Mr. R’s. motion respecting com, 
Decatur was before the house, about which he ad- 
dressed the following note to the editors.— 

Messrs. Gales $ Seaton—On i'hursday last, I took 
particular notice that there was no reporter in the 
house. Tam, therefore, surprised as well as shock- 
ed, to find the report (such as it is) of the-proceed. 
ings relative to the late Stephen Decatur, esq. of 
the U.S.navy, and request to be informed how it 
found its way into your paper. 

Your obedient servant, J. RANDOLPH, 

of Roanoke, 
Saturday, March 25. 
They replied thus— 
Sunday, March 26, 1820. 

Hon. John Randolph. 

Str: he report, to which you refer in your note 
of the 25th, was derived from sources entitled to 
high credit: particular care being taken not to im- 
pute to you any language which might be subject 
to misinterpetration. Your speech on the follow- 
ing day was reported, and will be submitted to yor 
for revision, when transcribed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

GALES & SEATON. 

In explanation, they further state how it happer- 
ed that no reporter was present—-that they were 
especially careful to collect what Mr Randolph had 
}said, &c. and are at all times willing to correct er- 
rors. Mr. Strother proposed to amend Mr, R’s mo- 
tion by adding words to the following effeet— 

“Unless the information required by the gentleman 
Jrom Virginia, is furnished by to-morrow morning.” 

Whereupon, (say the editors) we understand Mr. 
R. at the suggestion of a friend, withdrew his mo- 
| tion, to give an opportunity, before renewing it, te 
us to disclose to him the names of those who fur- 
nished us with an account of the proceeding refer- 
red to in his note as above. 

Messrs. Gales and Seaton observe-——-«With re- 
spect to the admission into the hall of representa- 
tives, it is a privilege to which, we trust, we give its 
due importance. But, were it ten times more va- 
luabie than it is, the menace of exclusion from the 
hall, would not induce us to swerve,on this occasion, 
from our duty—which is, to resist every attempt, 
from whatever quarter, to invade the priviLeces 
OF THE PRESS, 

It will be merely decorous in us voluntarily te 
exclude ourselves from the hall, until the question 
on Mr. Randolph's motion is settled, if it is to be 
settled at all, by . vote of the house. | 

We shall endeavor, however, to give our readers 
an idea of what is going on there meanwhile; and, 
if we do not give the speeches of the members, we 
shall at least have the satisfaction of being sure that 
we have not mistaken their meaning.”’] 

Wednesday, March 29. Mr. Storrs, from the se- 
lect committee to whom had been recommitted the 
bill to amend the revolutionary pension law, re- 
ported a bill for that purpose—its provisions are as 
follows: 

No person, receiving a pension under the act of 
March, 1818, shall continue to receive the same 
after the 4th March, 1820, unless he shall take, in 
the manner prescribed, the following oath or affir- 





private claims. 


mation, to wit: “I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm, 
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as the case may be,) that I wasa resident citizen of 
the United States on the 18th day of March, 1818, 
and that I have not since that time, by gift, sale, or 


in any manner whatever, disposed of my property, 


or any part thereof, with intent thereby so to dimi- 
nish it as to bring myself within the proyisions of an 
act of congress, entitled an act “to provide for cer- 
tain persons engaged in the land and naval service 
of the United States, in the revolutionary war,” 
passed on the 18th day of March, 1818, and that I 
hare not, nor has any person in trust for me, any 
properties or securities, contracts, or debts due to 
me, nor have I any income other than what is con- 
tained in the schedule hereunto annexed, and by me 
subscribed,” nor until such person shall have deliv- 
ed or caused to be delivered, to the secretary of 
war, a copy of the aforesaid schedule and oath or 
affirmation, certified by the clerk of the court to 
which the said schedule was delivered, together 
with the opinion of the said court, also certified by 
their clerk, of the value of the property contained 
in the said schedule: Provided, That, in every case 
in which the pensioner may be insane, the court 
may receive the said schedule without the aforesaid 
oath or affirmation, from the committee or other 

erson authorised to take care of such insane person 

The 2d section enacts a penalty for perjury—and 
the 3d authorises the secretary of war to strike from 
the list of pensioners all persons who shall not, in 
his opinion, be in such indigent circumstanees as to 
be unable to support himself without the assistance 
ot his country. 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

Aiter disposing of a private claim— 

Mr. Randolph rose, and, after a speeeh of up- 
wards of an hour in length, submitted the following 
resolution: 

«‘ Resolved, That Gales and Seaton, editors of the 
National Intelligencer, be excluded from this house 
as reporters:” : 

Mr. Strother and Mr. Pindall made several obser- 
vations, which were not heard by the person giving 
this sketch. 

Mr. Brush, of Ohio, however, rose, and with some 
warmth, defended the persons against whom the 
proposition was directed, on the ground that there 
was nocharge broaght against them, without which 
he could not condemn or pass censure, upon the 
meanest individual in the land; and called upon 
Mr. R. to put in a specification of his complaint. 

Mr. Randolph did so, and ultimately modified his 
proposition, so as toread as follows, supporting it at 
the same time in a speech of considerable length: 

Resoived, That Gales and Seaton, having published 
an incorrect report of the proceedings of this house 
of the 23d, not from their own view and hearing 
thereof, but on the representation of some un- 
known person, whose name they have refused to 
give, when thereto required by a member from 
Virginia— 

Therefore, Resolved, That, unless they give up 
the author of such report, Gales and Seaton, editors 
of the National Intelligencer, be excluded from this 
house as reporters of the proceedings thereof. 

Mr. Pindall spoke at considerable length on the 
subject; after which 

The question on the above modified proposition 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Bayly, Floyd, Nelson, Va. Pindall, 
Randolph, Rober son, B. Smith, Va. Strother---8 

‘Yhe nays were one hundred and forty! It is not 
worth while to record them.] 

So Mr. Randolpi’s motion was rejected, and the 
house adjourned. 


ule — hue -* ‘7 —_, 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The senate passed a resolution fixing the 24th 
inst. (April), as the day on which congress should 
adjourn, by yeas and nays---yeas 21, nays 20, 

After much proceedings on the bankrupt bill--- 
the question was taken on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to be engrossed and read a third time, 
and was decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

Yeas.—-Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Elliott, 
Gaillard, Hunter, Lanman, Mellen, Parrott, Pink- 
ney, Roberts, Sanford, Stokes, Tichenor, Van Dyke. 
15. | 

Nays. - Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Eaton, Johnson, 
of Kentucky, Johnson, of Louisiana, King, of Ala- 
bama, King, of New York, Leake, Lowrie, Macon, 
Morril, Otis, Palmer, Pleasants, Ruggles, Smith, 
Taylor, Trimble, Walker, of Alabama, Walker, of 
Georgia, Williams, of Mississippi, Williams, of Ten- 
nessee, Wilson.—23 

So the bill was rejected. 

In the house of representatives. Sundry resolutions 
were submitted, &c. which shall be noticed hereaf- 
ter, as thought necessary. The bill from the se- 
nate to suspend for a limited time the sale or for- 
feiture of lands, for non-payment of monies due 
thereon, was passed, after considerable opposition. 
Much other business was transacted, not at present 
important to notice. 

On motion of Mr. Lowndes, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the department 
of the navy, be directed to inform this house whe- 
therthe commander of the Ontario, during her late 
cruise in the Pacific ecean, received any present 
from the viceroy of Lima, and, if he did, what dispo- 
sition has been made thereof; whether he received 
on board the Ontario any citizens or subjects of a 
foreign power, and any moneys or effects belonging 
to foreign subjects or citizens to be transported 
from one foreign port to another; if such foreign 
subjects were so received whether any of them 
were in the military service of governments en- 
gaged in war; if any money or effects were so trans- 
ported, whether any freight was received on that 
account; and whether any, and what instructions 
have been given by the department of the navy, 
respecting the transportation, in publie ships of the 
United States, of passengers, money, or effects. 





The following resolutions were submitted by 
‘tr, Cluy [speaker] to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, on Tuesday last, and or- 
dered to be printed-- 

1. Resolved, That constitution of United States 
vests in congress the power to dispose of the terri- 
tory belonging to them, and that no treaty, purport- 
ing to alienate any portion thereof, is valid without 
the concurrence of congress. 

2 Resolved, That the equivalent proposed to be 
given by Spain to the United tates, in the treaty 
concluded between them, on the 22d day of Febru- 
ary, 1819, for that part of Louisiana lying west of 
the Sabine, was inadequate; and that it would be 
inexpedient to make a transfer thereof to any fo 
reing power, or to renew the aforesaid treaty, 








CHRONICLE. 


Com. Decatur. A general order hasbeen issued 
from the navy department, directing the officers te 
wear crape on their left arm for the period of thirty 
days, as a testimony of respect for the late commo- 
dore Decatur. 





| It is intimated to us that the cause of the quarrel 
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by which the nation lost Decatur, has not been 
correctly stated—but we are not informed as to 
what is the truth of the matter. ; 

(Prhe National Intelligencer of yesterday in- 
forms us, that the correspondence which led to 
the late unfortunate duel, is expected to be pub- 
lishedon Monday next. 

Incendiaries. Numerous attempts have been 
made to fire several of our cities. 

Philadelphia. On tuesday morning last, the con- 
victs confined in the state prison at Philadelphia, 
nade an united and very furious attempt to escape. 
‘They succeeded in making their way into the yard, 
io the amount of about 450 in all, and endeavored 
to force the gates. [It was nearly three hours be- 
fore they were quelled, during which they did 
much damage and injured several persons by 
throwing stones, &c. Finally, they were reluctant- 
ly fired upon, one of them killed and 3 wounded — 
“when, Seeing escape impossible, from the military 
who surrounded the prison, they gave upthe un- 
vrofitable contest, and retired to their respective; 
apartments, in which they were fully secured. 

Militia of the United States._-The president yes- 
terday transmitted to congress, the annual abstract 
ofthe returns of the militia of the United States. 


~ Pn. 
The season has been very severe to the eastward. 
At Providence R. I. about the 12th ult. the limbs 
of trees were constantly falling from the weight of 
snow and ice upon them. The orchards are said 
to be literally destroyed--trees of a foot through, 
were broken off ten feet from the ground, and the 
strongest trées severely injured, The editor of 
the paper there, says—“A gentleman of our ac- 
quaintance, last Thursday, broke a slender branch 
from a tree in his garden, covered with an icicle, and 
in that state found it weighed £9 ounces, and after- 
‘wards when the ice had melted, it was found te 
iweigh less than a single ounce.” 


Missouri expedition. The troops at Council Bluffs» 
were recovering from the fatigue of erecting bar- 
racks. Several had died of the dysentary. 


About the Ist Jan. the Sioux murdered 10 lodges, 
amounting to 60 souls, of the PonkaIndians. The 
massacre took place south of the Platta river. 


Public lands. A considerable quantity of public 
lands, as made known by the usual proclamation 
of the president of the United States, and within the 
district of Detroit, will be offered for sale at De- 
triot, on the first Monday of July next. 








Printing. An Edinburg paper mentions that 








The aggregate is reported at 882,191 From Dela- 
ware, 2a return has been received since 1810; from) 
Maryland an4+ South Carolina, none since 1811;! 
Mississippi, none since 1812! From Kentucky: 
and Tennessee, the returns are reported to be im-| 
perfect. | 

The steam boat Swift, rigged asa brig, is to de-| 
part from New York, for Rio de Juneiro on the Sth 
April, advertising for freight and passengers. | 


. 


A steam coach is advertised in the Dublin papers’ 
to ply between that city and Belfast, at the rate! 
ef 13 Irish miles per hour, (193 English) It is, 
propelled by a new invented steam pressure, said 
to be easily steered by one man, and to rise the hills: 
wthout difficulty. he idea of such a means of} 
conveyance has long been familiar to the people 
of the United States. Phe coach at Dublin was to 
start onthe Ist of March. 

A copy ofa French translation of Brackenridge’s 
fastory ofour lace war with Great Britain, has been 
received in this city by a late arrival at New-York. 
‘Che translation is by Mr. De Dalmes. 
taking to publish such a work ih France proves of: 
itself, that the history of our countty, and its on-| 
ward march, excite no little attention there. 

The same vessel brought a copy of a letter 











‘the unaer-| 


an improvement has been made in printing, by ap- 
plying the ink to the type by means of composition 
rollers in place of bails, «nd that a simple and inge- 
nious machine for supplying the rollers with ink 
had been invented by a pressman in Edinburg, 
which had been found so efficient and useful after 
repeated trials, that the master printers had made 


|a present of 24 guineas to the inventor. { Mr. Max- 


well the editor of the Pennsylvania Gazette at 
Lancaster, inverted this contrivance 12 years ago 
in this city—and it is now in use in Mr. Manaing’s 
printing office, in Sixth street.] furora. 
STRANGE AFFAIR. West Chester, Pa. March 15. 
On Saturday afternoon last, a deputy constable, 
from Eastnantmel township, arrived in this bo- 
rough, with the corpse of a man, which, while on 


the way to interment, he had seized for debt, and 
brought to jail. 
to receive it. 

rested and bound over for his appearance at court 
'for the act. The corpse was removed and decently 


The sheriff very properly refused 
The constable was immediately ar- 


interred. 


Our feelings would lead us to speak in terms of 


i}warmth of this foul transaction, whieh would have 
from ‘disgraced the darkest age of heathen barbarism; 


the distinguished La Fayette, on the occasion of the | but as the subject willundergo a judicial investiga. 


presentation to him, by the French author, of acopy | 
of his work. The following translation of that let-| 


tion, we suppress them. 


Boston, Murch 20. Captain Hull, senior naval 


ter, we know, will be acceptable to our readers:—'! officer on this station, having received the melan- 
Copy of a letter from general La Fayette, in answer, choly information of the loss of the schr. Quaker, 
io one from M.A. de Dales, presenting him a copy|{she was from Boston, bound to the Chesapeake, 
of his translation of Brackenridge’s history af the last, with cables and cordage for the Columbus 74. She 


war. 2 vols. 8vo. with a map. 
Paris, Jan. 25, 182). 


| was struck by a squall on the morning of the 6th of 
March, and capsized, when every soul on board 


I have received the excellent translation of aj perished, except the mate and 1 hand,] by which 
work, interesesting to me from so many considera- |event the service and the country have been depriv- 


tions. 


Our youns American army, and the invinci-/ed of lieuts. commandant John Pettigrew and Sa- 





ble navy of the United States, have given great muel B. Macomber; midshipman Wm. Boden, and 
satisfaction to the old soidiers of independence.'38 excellent seamen, requests that the officers on 
The .battle which closed this war, that of New /|this station would wear crape on the left arm for 
Orleans, is one of the most curious phenomena of'|30-days, asa testimony of respect for their brother 
military history, and one of the best arguments in| officers, who have unfortunately perished, and re- 
favor of the employment of militia to resist the at-|gret for those brave men who have shared the 
tacks of regular troops. Accept the assurance, &c.| same fate. 
La Fayerre. | Navy yard, Charlestown, March 20, 1820. 
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